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Village of Campbellsport Fire Department, 
Village Hall, Business Places, and 

Organizations 
 

Entered on computer by Melanie Gildemeister, September 2006 
 
 

THE FIRST PICNIC OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 

 The first annual homecoming celebration of the Campbellsport Fire Department 
[was] at Fredrick Schmidt’s Grove on July 4th 1908.   
 The industrial parade was held at 10:00 in the morning.  The automobile, wagon, 
and buggy parade were held in the afternoon at 2:00.  In the evening a dance was held at 
Henry Braun’s hall which is the Amber Hotel of today.  The hall was on the second floor 
of the hotel, and was located on the east half of the hotel. 
 This was the first activity of the department for raising money to buy equipment. 
 
 

BOY SCOUT CONTRIBUTORS 
With a proper “thank you” for the service they gave to the village for their work toward 
the Boy Scout program of our community: 
 
Louis Schwandt 
Arther Brandt 
Clem Kleinhans 
Harlow Roate 
David Twohig 
 
In 1952 in November, the Boy Scout Cabin was finished in the park and the men above 
were on the Committee.  All the old 25 year men were on the project and worked, 
including – Rolland Hensen, Harold Velmen, Victor DelPonte, Charles Romayko, Arthur 
Yankow, Thomas Johnson, Richard Johnson, Albert Kulow, Sylverius Wenslaff, Hilary 
Rahn, Earl Scheid, Edward Ours, Lester Butchlich, Benno Miller, George Miller. 
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PART OF THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE PARK 

 
 After every picnic from 1924 up, we cleaned the brush and the [unable to read this 
word] ash stubbles out farther west, and burned it.   
 The spring pond at that time was about 60’ wide and 400’ long on an angle 
toward the northwest corner of the park. 
 When I was small, the spring hole produced some small fish and some snapping 
turtles were in the pond.   
 There were cat tails along the banks of the pond and depth of pond could never be 
judged because of the amount of organic material that was in it. 
 In the early years, the large black stone was all over the farm of Frederick 
Schmitts.  Some were rolled into the pond and the firemen worked for twelve years to 
take the large rock out of the land because most of them were buried part way and many 
just sticking out of the ground and were among the trees of the park.  We dug out by pick 
and shovel and crow bars and inched many of them into the pond.  All of the older 
firemen of the dept. know that this was a long and hard job.  After a few years we used an 
International Harvester tractor from Clem Kleinhans to push or pull with heavy chains to 
roll the rock into the park pond.   
 The county helped with filling the pond when they widened County Trunk V 
between Kewaskum and Eden.  They put about 6,000 yards of stone into the pond that 
summer and it did not fill it.  The fire dept. committee contacted a trucker and had 2,500 
yards hauled from the gravel hill which Ewald Schurulst opened up at Lake Bernice and 
that didn’t fill it up all the way.   
 In the early 1930’s we built the first portable stands in Frank Bauer’s warehouse 
on Railroad Street.   
 Our first concession building was purchased from the church at Elmore, and after 
we hauled it into the park we took it apart and used it for repair lumber at picnic time.   
 Our first park benches came from the Elmore church and they had to be propped 
up with two by fours on the bottom of each end so they wouldn’t tip over.   
 The 25 year men built the old bingo stand building which was used at first for 
bingo and storage, and then for bottle beer and soda, and the last 8 years for storage and a 
concession stand. 
 We always used the power lift from Brittingham & Hixon for moving material 
around and the stand-in bucket for the electrical work and repair on the buildings.  The 
power lift was also used for putting up the flags and at Christmas time for installing the 
decorations.   
 The large signs on each side of the village were built by Roderick Reese, David 
Gremminger, and Sylverius Wenslaff.  The drafting was done by Roderick Reese.  The 
inner work was done by Francis Fochs at Ashford.  The size of lettering was done by 
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Roderick Reese.  The painting of the structure and number blocks was done by Roderick 
Reese after its construction.   
 Clem Kleinhans and Roderick Reese worked the three entrance roads in the park 
for two summers so that they would stop sinking and would harden up for vehicles.   
 
 

THE FIRST VILLAGE HALL OF CAMPBELLSPORT 
 

 The Village Board Resolution Number 6 authorizing the Campbellsport Village 
Board Committee to spend $1,500 for a fire engine house for its fire department 
equipment.   
 The lot was purchased from Martin Boeckler, and its location was on Lot 2, Block 
1 of the E.L. Peck add.   
 At a later meeting it was decided to have the hall on the second floor of the wood 
frame building.  It was adopted on September 19, 1904. 
 Peter M. Schlaefer – Village Clerk 
 
 

THE BURIAL VAULT CO. 
 

 It was built on the south side of the road of Precision Drive.  The building was 
built in 1972 and the 62 year old Brookfield firm built septic tanks for the south eastern 
part of Wisconsin.   
 The Campbellsport plant was going to be expanded for fiber glass construction of 
all the caskets and ware. 
 By careless production procedure it burned down in 1973 with less than a year of 
operation.  It has not been built up again and the plant site has been cleaned up.   
 
 

AREA TEXTILES 
 
233 East Main St. –  Julia T. Wyse was dressmaker in Village from 1910-48 
 
209 South Fond du Lac Ave. – Mrs. Richard Hodge was dressmaker from 1915-40 
 
 
Reliable Knitting Co. purchased the former Campbellsport Press building in the industrial 
park. 

315 Precision Drive 
Morton Blutstein, Executive Vice President of the company.   

The building will be used to expand production facilities for the manufacture of 
Polar Boots, Mukluks, slipper socks, washable footlight slippers, knit headwear, and knit 
club socks head cover for golf woods.   

Mr. Blutstein stated that the labor force will be enlarged for production.  The plan 
will be in production by February 1, 1977. 
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CROWNHART CORNERS 
 

Research from Ashford Tax roll of Charles Crownhart in 1862 about Crownhart Corners.   
 
 The location is where the Matthias Serwe home is today at 130 West Sheboygan 
St.  His tavern, store, and post office was located on the 15 acres he purchased from 
Napoleon Crownhart and its location was the NE corner of Barton Road which went 
through to Highway V at this time and Highway 67. 
 (a hand drawn map of the location of the buildings on Crownhart Corners is 
included in Mr. Reese’s original notes) 
 
 

AREA POSTMASTERS 
 

 Charles Crownhart was the first postmaster of this area in 1846. 
In New Cassel, Ludin Crouch was the first postmaster and was received in his 

sawmill in the Historical Mill Place.  The location was at the junction of Mill St. and 
Water St. and near the present Campbellsport Mill Dam.  This was in 1846. 
 Hemmingway Bros. (Calvin and Ransum) who operated the saw mill for 10 years 
helped with the distribution of the mail.   

 
 

CAMPBELLSPORT BOYSCOUTS 
 

Troop 719 of the Boy Scouts 
 
The Charter:  The month of April and was changed to October 1951 
In 1958 the charter was changed to November. 
 
The Scout masters and the years they served: 
 
 Lorenz Scholler – 1917-1923 
 Mathias Schlaefer – 1923-1935 
 Charles J. Glass – 1935-1942 
 Arthur Berge – 1942-1944 
 Harlow Roate – 1944-1949 
 Peter C. Senn (R.R. 1) – 1949-1950 
 Leo W. Lang – 1950-1951 
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 Albert Lewis Schwandt – 1951-1956 
 Robert Anderson – 1956-1960 (transferred to T-30) 
 David Twohig – 1960-1962 
 Merlin R. Lang – 1962-1964 
 David Ours – 1964-1969 
 Leonard Lee Davis – 1969-1970 
 Andrew Stoffel – 1970-1973 
 David Nims (R.R. 3) – 1973-1974 
 John Jordan – 1974-1976 
 1977 – No Scoutmaster 
 James Lindemann (R.R. 3) – 1978-November 1981 
 Bradley Butchlich – November 1981-September 1982 
 Cary Kaczik – September 1982 
 
Comments:  The Campbellsport firemen have sponsored the Scout program and Clem 
Kleinhans and Arthur Brandt had the different committees set up for Scout night 
collection which the fire department still follows every year in September and is now 
changed to the regular meeting on second Tuesday in November since 1958.  
 
 

THE HISTORY OF OUR ROAD SYSTEM 
 
 The Milwaukee, West Bend, and Fond du Lac plank road was built in 1852.  It 
was built of planks 2” thick and 8’ wide and spaced about 3’ apart.  The planks were 
made of hard wood and were purchased along the way from all our early saw mills along 
the way.   
 At intervals of three miles toll booths charged a toll of one cent per mile plus one 
cent for any additional mile.   
 In the early years, they filled in the bottom of the river with stone for crossing and 
there was no bridge.   
 The stockade bridge became the construction of the water ways.  The abutment 
was built like a log building and the ends were built up with stone so that the ice in the 
spring would not wash the bridge out.  The center abutment was braced with big timbers 
facing down stream so that the ice would not smash the bridge.  If there was too much ice 
built up by the bridge it would break out and would have to be rebuilt.   
 The report was taken out of the Town of Ashford and Auburn clerk file. 
 Between 1890 and 1920 the steel stress bridge was manufactured by the Chicago 
Bridge and Iron Works.  The ends were fitted in large rectangular stone slabs and had no 
center abutment.  The cross plants had to be fitted into the bridge so that it could be 
bolted down on the ends.   
 Gravel was introduced on the state roads in 1895 and then between 1921 and 1927 
the concrete reinforced with steel roads and bridges were built.  In 1928 the first cold mix 
black top was used on the road at Fond du Lac, and in 1953 the first hot mix asphalt base 
was used for road building.  In 1953 Highway 55 was concreted and before that the 
highway came through New Cassel and followed 67 to Triple S and then to Waucousta.   
 Many of the highway routes have been changed in the last 40 years. 
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NEWS MEDIA REPORTS THAT ARE REALLY ASTONISHING 
 

1. A report by our local editor, William F. Sullivan, on October 27, 1910 of the 
need of Municipal sewer and water system in the Village of Campbellsport, 
and written by E.J. Arimond. 

 
2. After a referendum of the people, the board decided in May of 1950 to open 

up Mill St. to Fond du Lac Ave. with a time limit of 20 days for action of the 
present property owners. 

 
3. After a referendum of the people in April of 1975 which was a majority, Mill 

St. was to be extended through the Schwandt property going from west to 
east.  There never was a report made by the Campbellsport News and the 
board never made a complete report of the action.   

4. After a referendum of the districts of Ashford and Auburn Townships in the 
spring of 1951 the bids for construction of the addition of the union free High 
School were made in August at a cost of $223,565.  The committee members 
were, Frank Theil, Lois Whitty, Henry Guell, Ben Ablard. 

 
5. In August of 1951 the contract was approved by the Village Board to extend 

the ornamental street lighting from Poplar St. to the Milwaukee River Bridge. 
 

 
6. Campbellsport Village Board passed a resolution allowing the Wisconsin Gas 

and Power Co. to install gas pipe lines in the Village of Campbellsport in 
1963.  On August 3rd of 1964 the Michaels Engineering Co. of Brownsville, 
Wisconsin started construction of the gas lines in the Village of 
Campbellsport. 

 
7. In 1935 the Campbellsport school board of joint district 2 received $55,000 

from a Federal grant for an addition on the Campbellsport High School.  
 

 
8. In 1976, an ice storm in March paralyzed much of the power lines in a five 

county wide area and many power lines had to be rebuilt.  The problem of 
water on the farm for cattle was a big challenge.  The Campbellsport Fire 
Department tanker was used to haul water and many farmers came to take 
water from the inside hydrant.  The tree damage was tremendous and will take 
20 years before it will be unnoticed.  All the emergency equipment of the 
local garages and Fire Department were put to use.  It took about 3 months 
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before everything was back to normal.  The Fire Department worked for 2 
days to clean up the broken trees and limbs with power chain saws. 

 
9. In 1929 William Ferber on November 7th published in the Campbellsport 

News about Ludin Crouch who came from Waukesha in 1843 and after he 
came back in 1845 he built the first Poncherian log hut in the Town of 
Ashford and Auburn.  He also established a saw mill and a dam site in the fall 
of 1845.  In 1846 the settlement of Crouchville was established and the 
women of the settlement gave a 4th of July picnic and named it after him.  He 
was the first chairman of the Town of Auburn which also consisted of the 
Town of Ashford at this time.  He served in this office for two years and for a 
number of years the saw mill was used for a post office.  The land was 
surveyed by John Bannister the county surveyor at this time.  This 10 acre 
parcel of land was called the mill property and was not surveyed at any time.    
This 10 acre parcel of land is our community’s Historical Site and Mr. 
William Ferber asked the Village Board to recognize the site and to build 
something there for the public to remember.   

 
 
THE ACTIVE PROMOTIONS OF OUR ORGANIZATIONS OF THE 

VILLAGE 
 
1931-33 Fall Festival which ran for three weeks in October and supervised by 

Edward M. Bauer, which was set up like a carnival on the street from the 
Fond du Lac Ave on Main St. west to Railroad St.  It was run for three 
years in the fall and then the farmers institute was started at the 
Campbellsport High School.   

 
1952 Farmers Institute at the High School of February and it was sponsored by 

the Lions Club, the business men, and the agriculture department of the 
High School. 

 
1926 Modern Woodmen sponsored a community celebration with a float and 

band parade on July 5th.  It started at 10:00 in the morning and a dance was 
held in the Opera House in the evening.   

 
1917 Modern Woodmen sponsored a picnic and dance on July 4th.  An industrial 

parade was at 10:00 in the morning and an automobile parade with 
decorated cars at 2:00 in the afternoon.  The prizes were large boxes of 
candy.  In the evening a dance was held at the Opera House and a 1917 
Model T Ford was given away for first prize. 

 
1920 On September 4th the Campbellsport Commercial Club gave its first dance 

in Martin Boeckler’s Opera House for village promotional purposes. 
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1930 On Thursday and Friday of the 27th & 28th, the third annual farmers 
institute was held in the Campbellsport Opera House. 

 
1921 On September 28th the Campbellsport Community fair was held in Martin 

Boeckler’s Opera House. 
 
1955 The Firemen’s Park pond was developed and cemented in the month of 

June and the additional storm sewer was also laid in the park.   
 
1970 The 1970 construction of the 67 Highway bridge on the Milwaukee River 

was built with the help of three state employed engineers.  The bridge 
contractor was Hedrich Construction Co. of Chilton, Wisconsin.  The 
storm sewer was laid from Poplar St. to the Milwaukee River by Cherney 
& Sons Construction Co. of Maribel, Wisconsin.  

 
1951 In August the last annexation of land which was purchased from Jerome 

Kibble and Raymond Hendricks off of North Barton Road was added to 
the Firemen’s Park.  The parcel of land in the north side of the park which 
was swapped for the wooded west side of the park which belonged to 
Herman Wondra Jr. 

 
1908 The first annual homecoming celebration on July 4th at Schmids woods.  

The parade was in the morning at 10:00 and the industrial parade which 
consisted of automobile and wagon parade was in the afternoon.  In the 
evening a dance was held at Henry Braun’s hall. 

 
1909 The second annual homecoming parade was held on July 3, 4, and 5th.  

The industrial parade was at 10:00 in the morning of the 4th.  In the 
evening the fire department water fights in Schmidts Grove.  In the 
evening of Monday July 5th another display of fireworks in Schmidts 
Grove.  A little later a dance was held at Henry Browns hall which is 
Bauers Restaurant of today. 

 
 

THE PROMOTIONS OF OUR VILLAGE ORGANIZATIONS 
 
1911 The annual Firemen’s picnic in Schmidts Grove on July 4th.  The industrial 

parade in the morning and the automobile parade in the afternoon.  The 
traditional water fights were scheduled like other years.  The dance in the 
evening was the grand opening of Martin Boeckler’s Opera House. 

 
1929 The third semi annual band convention on Sunday August the 4th.  The 

association built portable stands at Schlesingerville, WI. 
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1935 The Tri County Convention on June 7th with 9 bands in competition 
including the Campbellsport Band.  In the evening a dance was held in the 
Opera House. 

 
1934 The Campbellsport Band took third place at the Tri County convention at 

Theresa, WI on June 24th. 
 
1915 There was no celebration in 1914 because of World War I.  The 

celebration of July 5th started with an industrial parade in the morning and 
an automobile parade in the afternoon.  The annual water fights in the 
afternoon and evening.  A dance was held in the Opera House with 
Schmidts Harp Orchestra of Fond du Lac doing the playing. 

 
1916 July 4th Celebration -  All the prizes were donated by the business men of 

the Village.  The Campbellsport Fire Department gave an exhibition in 
Schmidts Grove.  The industrial parade was from the river bridge to the 
park in the morning.  The automobile parade was from the bridge to the 
park in the afternoon.  A dance was held in Martin Boeckler’s Opera 
House. 

 
1912 The first monthly stock fair by the Campbellsport Businessmen on 

Monday, August, 19th. 
 
1914 The Campbellsport News piano voting contest on July 9th by our editor 

William Sullivan and local business men.  For each dollar of purchase in 
any store you received 25 votes.  The person with the highest number of 
votes received the piano.   

 
1924 The first concrete and steel bridge on the Milwaukee River on Highway 67 

was constructed by the Whitewater Company.   
 
1901 The plank and iron bridge which was constructed by the Chicago Iron 

Works engineers and was approved by the joint boards of Auburn and the 
tax payers of New Cassel and Campbellsport.   

 
1953 Clem J. Kleinhans purchased Columbus school for $1,700 and sold it to 

Elwing Broom Manufacture for $4000.  It is still being used for storage 
material for the broom factory. 

 
1976 Campbellsport received world wide recognition when President Gerald 

Ford visited the Peter Senn farm and had breakfast with the Senn family.   
 
1941 Free movies ended at the Opera House on September 18th.  1941 – By 

Edward Conrow – Depot agent.   
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1941 Isiac Walton League of Fond du Lac County established conservation 
wildlife land around Fond du Lac.   

 
1941 The sale of defense bonds started by the U.S. Government on May 1st. 
 
1956 The Campbellsport Industrial Corporation was established in September of 

1956.  It organized with 62 stockholders and in May of 1957 the 
corporation purchased 24 acres of land for the industrial park.   

 
1957 At the second meeting of the Industrial Corporation on Monday May 27th, 

the officers were elected by the stockholders.   
 

Frank Thiel – President 
Gilbert Howard – Treasurer 
Arnold Floeter – Director 
Nickalaus Watry – Director 
Richard Koenigs – Director 

Aaron Johnson – Vice Pres. 
Harlow Roate – Secretary 
Arthur Brandt – Director 
James Maier – Director

 
1897 The Modern Woodmen of America Camp No. 5179 was organized on 

December 13th. 
Research: Due to lack of records a few yearly elected officers were found. 
 
1920 December 9th 

Counsel – Jacob Meyer 
Advisor – Cloyd W. Hughes 
Arthur W. Guenther – Clerk 
Byron H. Glass – Banker 
Martin Boeckler – Escort 

Charles Rauch – Sentry 
George Braun – Watchman 
Herman J. Pass – Manager 
Physician – Dr. Henry Weld, Sr. 

 
1926 The Modern Woodmen had a 4th of July picnic and parade. 
 
1929 The Modern Woodmen met in Odd Fellows Hall and elected officers: 

Counsel – Frederick Grossen 
Advisor – Marvin Scheid 
William Martin – Clerk 
William Grossen – Escort 

Gustave Krueger – Sentry 
Edward R. Ours – Watchman 
Dr. Leo A. Hoffmann – Physician 
J.H. Hendricks – Manager 

 
 
 
THE CAMPBELLSPORT MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 

 
1895 It was organized by H.A. Wruhke and because the Odd Fellows Hall 

burned February 22, 1912 and they purchased the lot and built their own 
office on December 4, 1915 and moved into the new building.  The Odd 
Fellows built their new building on the next lot west.   
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  The first elected officers: 
   O.G. Hendricks  Lorenz C. Kohler 
   H.A. Wrucke   Ernest L. Martin 
 
The son of Charles Van De Zande closed the business in 1976 and sold the building to 
McEssey Attorneys Firm of Fond du Lac.  Henry Straub operates the business from his 
office west of his store.   
 
1957 Officers Elmer F. Messner – President  John Pesch – Vice President 
   Charles VanDe Zande – Secretary Ignatious Klotz – Treasurer  
   Directors – Reinhold Weber, Henry Straub, H.A. Trudell 
 
 

 
THE ORGANIZATIONS OF OUR COMMUNITY 

 
1913   The Campbellsport Equity Co. Inc. was organized on January 24th 
 
1919  The Campbellsport Commercial Club was organized on Tuesday, October 

7th.    
 
1937 The Campbellsport Sportsman’s Club was organized on January 7th. 
 The first meeting took place in the old American legion hall. 
 
1920 The Campbellsport Commercial Club had its first dance on September 4th 

for promoting Campbellsport and was held at Martin Boeckler’s Opera 
House. 

 
1950 The Campbellsport Athletic Association was organized for all the different 

sports in the Village of Campbellsport.   
 Henry J. Weld was appointed President 
 Giles Knowles was appointed Secy. & Treas.  
 Daniel O’Brian, Stanley Hodge, Samuel Salaja, Lawrence Steir, David 

Twohig, Clem Kleinhans, and Floyd Bauer were Directors. 
 
1943 Mr. Fisher organized the Chamber of Commerce and was a great promoter 

with his different ideas.  The businessmen did not go along with it until 
Friday, March 11, 1955.  It was reorganized and then was active for five 
years and then for the third time it was reorganized on Tuesday, January 
12, 1960 and the younger merchants took more interest in promoting our 
Village and in 1978 are very active in different projects.   

 
The Campbellsport Veterans of Foreign Wars 
 Kettle Moraine Post 8339 
 First Chartered in October 8, 1946 
 The second charter was on May third of 1953 
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The Campbellsport Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary was organized on May 3, 1953. 
 
The first business men’s organization for promoting Campbellsport was made in 1910 

and at the meeting the officers elected were: 
 Peter Schlaefer – President  William Wedde – Vice President 
 Thoam E. Flanagan – Secretary Byron H. Glass – Treasurer 
 
The Farmer’s Progressive League was organized in 1909 by Arthur D. Chesley who was 

voted in as the President.  This was the first farmers organization in the 
village of Campbellsport.   

 Research:  Listed in Campbellsport News Volume of 1909 
 
1960 The Future Homemakers of America held its first organization meeting on 

September 14th and was held at the Campbellsport High School. 
 
1940 The local chapter of the Future Farmers of America was organized by Lyle 

Viney, the High School agriculture teacher from Evansville, Wisconsin, in 
the Campbellsport High School. 

 
1966 The Foreign Student Charter was organized by Clyde T. Smith, President 

of the A.F.S. of Campbellsport. 
 
1970 The High School Cougar Club was organized on September 30th in the 

Campbellsport High School. 
 
1927 The Woman’s Club was organized on November 19th, 1927. 
 
1931 The Lion’s Club was organized in the early part of March, 1931. 
 
1920 The American Legion was organized on February 7th. 
 
1929 The American Legion Auxiliary was organized on December 12th. 
 
1889 The Hoffman Cornett Band was organized on October 2nd by Dr. Phillip 

Hoffman and was director for 11 years until his son Mathias Hoffman 
directed from 1900 to 1913.  A train accident killed one of our much loved 
doctor’s of our early years.  It happened on our Main St. Crossing at 
Campbellsport.  This band was the forerunner of the Campbellsport Band.  
Mathias Schlaefer took over the Band and in 1919 it was reorganized and 
was called the Campbellsport Band.  Math directed the band from 1913 to 
1948 with much devotion because of his love for music.  William 
Schlaefer, his younger brother, took over the band from 1948 to 1968 and 
then the band disbanded in the fall and took with it part of our history of 
our community.   
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1956 The Parent Teachers Association was organized on September 15th.  The 
meeting was at the Campbellsport High School. 

 
1975 On Sunday evening April 20th the Jayce Chapter was organized at the 

King Pin Lanes.  The meetings were set for the first Sunday of every 
month the King Pin Lanes.   

 The first officers were: 
   Richard Jaeger – President Dr. Wayne Verch – Vice President 
   William Schill – Treasurer Thomas Dornbrook – Secretary 
   Chris Schanen – Director Michael Gilboy – Director 
 
1926 Modern Woodmen sponsored a community celebration with a float and 

band parade on July 5th.  The parade started in the morning at 10:00.  A 
dance was held in the evening at the Opera House. 

 
1920 Modern Woodmen picnic and dance celebrated on July 4th, 1919 on Main 

Street with an industrial parade at 2:30 in the afternoon and an automobile 
parade with decorated cars at 2:00 in the afternoon.  Boxes of candy for 
the prizes. 

 
1959 The Campbellsport Woodmen consolidated with Fond du Lac in July and 

the camp number is 513. 
 
 
1902 Camp No. 3172 of the Royal Neighbors of America was organized on July 

31st. 
 
. 
 

LOCAL HAPPENINGS AND EVENTS 
 
1924 In the second week of March, radios were being installed in the homes of 

Campbellsport.  The first commercial radio was an Atwater-Kent with ear 
phones that clamped on the head and was in Jacob Kleinhans, Sr. home.  
In 1925 Jacob Kleinhans had one of the first speaker cabinet radios which 
was made by Crosby Radio Corporation. 

 
1924 John A. Pesch & Kilian Beisbier converted a Ford Model T with front 

runners and a double wheel chain drive on the rear housing of a Model T 
Ford.  It was used by Dr. Leo Hoffman during winter months when the 
snow was very deep for his house calls.  Jacob Meyer used it for carrying 
mail during the heavy snow fall. 

 
1926 The purchase of personal property of the Cooperative stock because of 

bankruptcy for $4,200.00. 
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1949 The Wisconsin Gas & Electric Co. increased the Kilowatt output from 
80,000 to 105,000 in Sept. 1949 by adding the fourth unit to its power 
plant at Port Washington.   

 
1924 The temperature on January 23rd was one of the lowest in our local history 

which was 30 degrees below zero. 
 
 
 
 

TAX RATES 
 
December of 24 – Tax Rate for School Dist. 2 – 16.76 a thousand 
       Tax Rate for School Dist. 12 – 14.63 a thousand 
 
December of 48 – Tax Rate for School Dist. 2 – 37.66 a thousand 
                              Tax Rate for School Dist. 12 – 31.32 a thousand 
 
December of 81 – Tax Rate for School Dist. 13 - .0197671 – 65% School Tax 
 
 
 

THE POST OFFICE NEWS 
 
1916 The New Cassel Post Office was abolished from the Findeisen Store 

operated by Harry Koch by postal inspector Otto of Milwaukee. 
 
1923 The Campbellsport Post Office was robbed by 4 men and one woman.  

The woman committed suicide and the men were caught and convicted.  
They blew the safe and took cash, stamps.  It was in December and that is 
the only time it ever was robbed.   

 
1963 On June 30th, our Post Office zip code was established by the United 

States Postal Department. 
 
1976 As of January 1st, the postage stamps for regular letter mailing were raised 

to $0.13. 
 
1976 The recycling committee has turned over 2,104 to our community for use 

in various projects. 
 
1977 Stamp Charge - $0.15 
 
1979 Stamp Charge - $0.18 
 
1981 Stamp Charge - $0.20 
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AREA BUSINESSES AND INDUSTRY 
 
George L. Forester was with William Theisen and N.C. Michaels at first in the Theisen 

building in 1886 and then in the Trumen Wicker shop next to the Star 
Hotel in 1904.  He sold pumps and hardware from this building until 1930.  

 
The Howard Feed Mill was sold by Mr. Forester.  The second story of the building was 

the old Yancy Hall in the early years.  The site is where the new bank 
parking lot will be. 

 
The Pope Machine Shop in 1914. 
 
J.F. Walsch Shoe Shop – 1914 
  
 They were in the small home on the north side of the Truman Wicker 

building and later it was made into living quarters.  The two buildings 
were north of the old Star Hotel and on the same lot.   

 
James Farrel and Dickmen purchased the Knickel Krans warehouse just north of the 

depot which was the old McCullough farm products warehouse and 
shipped potatoes out by the box car load in 1921.  The High School pupils 
were left out of school when the potato season was at its peak for picking 
and bagging potatoes.  For about 15 years the potato crop in and around 
Campbellsport was very good, and then gradually slowed down.   

 
 
 

THE CITY OF WEST BEND’S FIRST RURAL POWER LINE 
 
The first rural electric power line in the United States was built in 1919 by the West Bend  
Heating and Lighting Company which was founded by Adam Kulthau.  It was 24 miles 
long and served 57 farmers in the townships of West Bend, Barton, Addison, and Wayne.  
A monthly charge was determined by the number of lights that were in the home.  
 

(Copied from the West Bend News) 
 
 

 
THE EARLY YEARS OF OUR PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 
E.L. Pecks Block 2 Lot 1 
October 9, 1909 
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For the sum of $825 
 
Doctor Weld purchased the lot from the Good Templar Lodge and built his home and 
office.  Mrs. Weld had the library in her home until 1922. 
 
1922 On January 19th the Campbellsport Community Center Public Library was 

established by Albert Schwandt the High School Director and George R. 
McKerny, the High School Principal. 

 
1931 The Public Library was moved from the VanDe Zande Insurance building 

to the Village Hall permanently. 
 
1928 Fond du Lac established a turn over of books for small communities on 

January 1st. 
 

THE CATHOLIC KNIGHTS INSURANCE SOCIETY OF 
WISCONSIN 

 
1885 It was organized by Father Matthew Edward Heigl who organixed 11 

branches in Wisconsin.  He was Pastor of St. Martins beginning on July 6, 
1886. 

 
The New Cassel Branch no. 57 was chartered in 1887. 
 
The St. Kilian Branch no. 113 was chartered in 1889. 
 
The St. Martin Branch was chartered in 1886. 
 
The main office was in the City of Milwaukee. 
 
1915 St. Kilian Officers: 
  John Flasch – President  Joseph Kohler – Vice Pres. 
  Anton Weisner – Record. Secretary Peter Flasch – Finance Sec. 
  Peter Hurth – Treasurer Sec.  George German – Marshall 
  Albert German – Banner Carrier George German – Director 
 
1914 Campbellsport Officers : 
  James Gilboy – President William F. Campbell – Vice. Pres 
  Dr. P.A. Hoffman – Record. Sec.  J.J. Shano – Finance Sec. 
  John A. Pesch – Treasurer  Nickalaus Thill – Trustee 
  Bernard Ullrich – Sentinel   John Schaefer – Color Bearer 
  Adoulf Flitter – Janitor 
 
 
 

THE DUNDEE ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY 
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It was established by Leo J. Arimond with the help of his father Jacob Arimond 

who owned the store and grist mill at this time.  A small dynamo was installed at first to 
handle the needs of electricity around Dundee.  They hired Frank Druiths to operate the 
dynamo. 

Leo’s office was established on Block 4 Lot 2 of the Dundee Plat which he 
purchased around 1896.   

The first electric line was built from Dundee into Cascade and a larger dynamo 
which was a Westinghouse had to be purchased and installed.  The line was built into 
Campbellsport after Leo established his office there in 1904.  It was called the 
Campbellsport Electric Light Company.   

The cost of all the lines was very high and bankrupted the company after its 
completion.  All the equipment was purchased from the local saw mills, the light poles, 
the cross arms, and any bracing that was needed.   

The glass insulators were purchased from the Roat Glass Co. of Terre Haute, 
Indiana.  The wire was purchased from a Chicago wire manufacturing firm.   

The early dynamos were direct current and an arc lamp was successful in 
operation.  But in any distance of travel, electricity would gradually get weaker.  That is 
why this business venture was not successful in its operation.   

The early dynamos were of incandescent current and the arc lamps used a high 
amperage of electricity.  In later years the dynamos were set up for alternating current 
which solved the problem of running electric lines any distance.  Alternating current is 
established in the dynamo by the process of electrostatic induction which induces 
electricity to travel any distance through electric wire. 

They built over 30 miles of lines between 1896-1904 which was the largest 
electric line outlay anywhere in our area.   

Jacob Arimond died in 1899 and his wife plated the Arimond Picnic lots at Long 
Lake in his memory.   

Leo J. Arimond became an officer of a corporate supply firm out of Milwaukee.  
He died in 1953 and is buried in the family burial site in the Catholic side in Union 
Cemetery at Campbellsport. 

The line into Cascade with the extra poles in the village was approximately 13 
miles.  The line into Campbellsport was about 10 miles with the extra poles laid out in the 
village.  The line into New Prospect was approximately 4 miles including the short 
extensions.  The lines around Dundee were around 4 miles because they extended into 
Armstrong and Waucousta.   

After electrostatic induction was introduced in the dynamos the electric lines were 
built very rapidly all over the United States. 

      By Roderick J. Reese 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP CAMP NO. 5179 BENEFIT PAYMENT NO. 6 
FOR JUNE 1959 

(MODERN WOODMEN OF AMERICA) 
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Name      Rate  Last Payment Received 
 
Behnke, Charles F.    $8.90M  6/59 
Behnke, Charles F    $3.90M  6/59 
Buss, Arthur Jr.    $10.03Q  6/59 
Buss, Arthur Jr.    $7.53Q   6/59 
Hughes, Clyde A.    $5.55M  6/59 
Hughes, Pearson J.     $2.31M  6/59 
Ours, Edward R.     $5.60M  6/59 
Ours, Edward W. (Sec.)   $3.77M  6/59 
Ours, Kathryn C.    $2.58M  6/59 
Paas, Herman J.    $2.45M  6/59 
Stuart, Kenneth E.    $5.00M  6/59 
 

ADVANCE PAYMENT 
 
Breymann, Adolph F.    $11.40A  12/59 
Buss, Eva May    $2.62M  7/59 
Buss, Ivan C.      $23.11SA  12/59 
Buss, Ivan C.     $14.07SA  12/59 
Campagna, Dominico    $15.22SA  12/59 
Klostermann, F. Curtis   $69.10A  6/60 
Ours, David E.    $31.01SA  11/59 
Ours, Edward W.     $61.84SA  11/59 
Ours Dow F.     $18.34A  1/60 
St. Mary, Edward    $22.80A  12/59 
Tonn, Lawrence    $58.46A  4/60 
Weasler, Virginia A.    $4.44M  7/59 
Yankow, George G.     $3.55M  7/59 
Jrs. 
Tonn, Jacqueline Ann    $12.09SA  5/60 
Wietor, Robert A.     $23.25A  11/59 

 
DEDUCTIONS 

 
Backhaus, Marilyn Ann   $13.52SA  3/59 
Miller, Edward A.    $24.50SA  4/59 
 

PAID UP 
 

Tonn, Lawrence 
Guenther, Arthur W. 
Johnson, Henry P. 
Klotz, J. Ignatus 
Krueger, Oscar W. 
Leibel, Henry Jr. 
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Ours, Edward W. (sec.) 
St. Mary, Raymond 
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